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OPWDD Integrated Supportive Housing or ISH An Introduction Starting in 2012, 
the New York State Office for People with Developmental Disabilities, or OPWDD, 
started the Integrated Supportive Housing or ISH program to fund multi family 
affordable housing. This program creates set aside units for people with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities. The money comes from the New York State budget 
and must be renewed every year. Medicaid money is not involved. OPWDD gives 
funding to developers of housing for these projects, and OPWDD is only one funder 
among others. Over time, OPWDD has started to require partnership with other state 
agencies. If a provider wants to get ISH funding or Empire State Supportive Housing 
Initiative funding, they need to get help from OPWDD, which is referred to as 
technical assistance.

Developers will need to include a Low Income Housing Tax Credit award to get 
OPWDD money for the project.  At first, the investment was only 12 million per 
year. The amount is now 15,000,000 as of this recording, but it still makes up a less 
than 0.2% of OPWDDS annual budget. This means that only $1600 of each million 
that is spent is for integrated supportive housing. We call it an investment because 
OPWDD keeps its claim on the part of the building that it funds. If the building is 
demolished, OPWDD keeps the value of the land. OPWDD also requires the 
developer to partner with an approved service provider. This provider will help rent 
the set aside units and will offer support services to the tenants. Sometimes a 
provider agency will choose to be the developer of affordable housing. This helps 
vary their revenue through development fees.

When the developers take the Low Income Housing Tax credit, they promise to keep 
the units affordable for at least 30 years. Through the ISH program, OPWDD agrees 
to pay half of the development costs for a certain number of units. The developer 
agrees to set aside those units for people with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities and keep them affordable like the other apartments in the building.  
Section 811 funding through the US Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, or HUD, requires that only 25% of the units can be rented to people 
receiving services from OPWDD or Oasis, which is the New York State Office of 
Addiction Services and Supports, or OMH, the New York State Office of Mental 
Health. The 25% limit follows the rules from Hud's guidelines for Section 811 
housing and aligns with the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services settings 
rules. A building where many people need supports is more likely to drift toward 
institutional habits and may have difficulty attracting other tenants. Frankly, 25% 
might be too much. However, this rule was dropped a few years ago when OPWDD 
realized there was thin legal backing for it and that other quote O agencies and quote 
require regularly exceed that percentage. A listing of projects shows that today 1039 
units have been created or are in process, with 842 units open and operating by 
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August 2025. At first, more units were created in OPWDD Region 1 because of 
lower costs and a well developed relationship between the OPWDD providers and 
homes and Community renewal or HCR. Later, the closing of the Brooklyn 
Development Center in OPWDD Region 4 led to the creation of approximately 200 
ISH units.

However, there are fewer units per capita in OPWDD Regions 4:00 and 5:00 because 
providers were late to the game and the cost of development are high.  You can visit 
the OPWDD website at opwdd.ny.gov/providers/housing to see a list of ISH projects 
supported by OPWDD. The list no longer includes the number of units created per 
project and it has not been updated with new projects since 2022. Affordable housing 
gets a bad rap. Historically, some of it was dull and drab, but many new projects are 
indistinguishable from market rate housing and how they are designed and built. For 
example, People Inc's Jefferson Ave. building in Erie County has 16 set aside units.

People Inc was the developer and received an Excellence Award from the New York 
State Association for Affordable Housing, or NYSAFA, for this project in OPWDD 
Region 1 Century Sunrise, supported by Springbrook in OPWDD Region 2, is 
another example of a wonderful building. The apartments are spacious and well 
designed. These desirable apartments in Johnson City don't conform to any 
stereotypes about housing. The New York State Council on Developmental 
Disabilities highlighted this project in a video titled Housing Opportunities that Help 
Promote Independent Living. You can view this video on their YouTube channel.      
This project in OPWDD Region 3 started when a family advocate went to their city's 
consolidated plan meeting and asked for more housing for people with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities. Personal stories and advocacy are very important in 
our communities. The Craft building in New Rochelle shows the difference one 
voice can make.       New York City, which is OPWDD Region 4, has had fewer 
projects because they are expensive to develop.

However, the closing of Brooklyn Development Center allowed the state to use the 
land to build 1163 apartments across 6 buildings. Approximately 20% of the 
apartments are set aside for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities, 
including those pictured at Fountain Seaview.         Oyster Bay Gardens in OPWDD 
Region 5 started as housing for older adults, but it includes funding and set aside 
units for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities who may choose to 
stay there as they age. Today, this is the only ISH project on Long Island.       ISH is 
a great way to create more housing options for people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. ISH is a long term investment because the state retains 
the rights to the property. 10 years ago, many developers didn't know about 
intellectual and developmental disabilities, but now they support the program.

People with intellectual and developmental disabilities are good tenants, and the 
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--- End of transcript ---

agencies who support them are reliable partners. Demand is high. For more housing, 
please visit the New York Housing Resource Center at nyhrc.org to find more 
information on this topic. There you can search our catalog of free housing related 
resources and download the Housing Resource Guide, which is a thorough review of 
housing related topics for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities. If 
you would like to stay connected, please sign up for the Housing Connect, our 
electronic newsletter. We wish you the best on your housing journey.

6/5/25, 11:32 AM OPWDD Integrated Supportive Housing.mp4

about:blank 3/3


