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Donating a Home to an Agency
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So, should you donate your home to a provider agency to help provide a home for
your son or daughter? Well, in short, yes you can. You can offer to donate a home to
a provider agency if they believe that the home is appropriate for the people they
support. They may decide to accept that donation. If they accept, and depending
again on the need they address, they may decide to operate a certified home or a non
certified home. If they choose to operate a certified home, which will typically have
a larger budget than a non certified home, they will need to go through a certification
process with their regional OPWDD office, otherwise known as the Developmental
Disabilities Regional Office or DDRO.
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This process is governed by law and regulation and can be lengthy, and it will
involve interaction with local authorities and the OPWDD Central office. If they
choose to use the property as a non certified home, they will still need to show that
they're not simply trying to get around the certification rules. At this time, very few
agencies actually own non certified homes because the funding for services is lower
than it is in certified housing and there are few incentives for them to simply own the
property. For a fuller understanding of the differences between certified and non
certified housing, please look at the Housing Resource Guide. So can I guarantee a
home for my family member? No, you can't. It is entirely contradictory to best
practice for an agency to accept the donation as a quid pro quo for services, and
while not specifically illegal, it is frowned on by OPWDD, and here's why. The
average home price in New York State in 2023 was about $520,000.
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The typical cost to providing supervised individual residential alternative support, or
IRA support, the most common form of certified setting, is about $130,000 a year.
Given that the likelihood that the person will need services for decades to come, it is
a poor bargain for the state to accept a property in then provide services in centrally
in perpetuity and it is blatantly unfair. There is also risk for the agency.
Agencies are granted non profit status by the Internal Revenue Service which allows
them to accept tax deductible donations. However, it is against the IRS code from
non profit to accept a donation that will directly benefit a person connected to the
donor.
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So for example, I couldn't say to an agency I will donate money to your agency and
you will give me a letter saying it is tax deductible but you will spend that money to
directly benefit my family member. An agency that did that would be at risk of
losing their non profit status which would be ruinous for them. So did this happen in
the past? Yes it did. Does it happen still? Well, maybe, but there are better ways of
using your family resources to create a real home for your family member. Also



consider that once the donation is made, if the home is to be a group home, the
person and their family will have limited say in who else lives there, who works
there, whether everyone will get along. If the agency's financial position and the
economics lead to shared bedrooms and regimentation, the family won't have a
voice. There are better ways to create a home for your family member that will
allow you to have an effective voice and your family member to have more
autonomy.
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And there are more effective ways to provide donations to support provider agencies.
So, in conclusion, can you donate your home or another home to an agency? Yes, you
can. But if you're doing so in order to guarantee your home for your family member,
there are many pitfalls. But the good news is there are other and better alternatives.
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